
 
 

Leadership Exchange 2017 
Camp Oochigeas: Muskoka, Ontario and Camp Kindle, Water Valley, Alberta 
 
A New Opportunity for Teens – Check It Out! 
 
About Camp Kindle and Kids Cancer Care 
Kids Cancer Care and Camp Kindle have been actively involved in and are one of the founding member camps 
of the Canadian Association of Pediatric Oncology Camps (CAPOC). There are currently 13 member camp 
organizations from across Canada that share the same vision to provide excellence in oncology camping. Since 
2006, the member camps have developed national standards for nursing and medical support, camp 
operations and programming. All of the member camps are accredited by their provincial camping 
associations, work in collaboration with local cancer clinics and have completed the CAPOC accreditation 
processes, including peer reviews. 
 
Through these three pillars a standard of best practice in the oncology camping field in Canada has been 
developed. Kids Cancer Care has played a key role in the development of this organization and is very happy to 
have a collaborative relationship with the member camps. 
 
Since 2005, we have been developing and expanding our leadership programming for teens. The creation of 
our Sunseeker program, expansion of our CIT (now called Leadership Development) program and initiation of 
the year-round leadership development program have enabled us to train teen leaders year-round and 
develop leaders from within our community of campers. Once again, this summer, several graduated campers 
will be part of our camp program team. We look forward to exploring ways to continue to support personal 
development and to provide diverse learning experiences to our future leaders. 
 
Through our partnership with CAPOC, Kids Cancer Care has partnered with Camp Oochigeas in Ontario to offer 
a camper leadership exchange. 
 
About Camp Oochigeas 
In 1983, an ambitious group of volunteers banded together to form a summer camp unlike any other in Canada. 
Exclusively serving children with cancer, it would be privately funded, staffed entirely by volunteers and completely free. 
A camp where every child, no matter how debilitating their illness, would be provided an opportunity to explore 
enriching, challenging, fun experiences through what is fondly referred to today as the Magic of Ooch. 
 
Thirty years later, Ooch has experienced exponential growth. Serving over a thousand children with and affected by 
cancer each year, various programs now serve siblings, bereaved siblings and parents. Ooch continues to be the only 
residential camp in Ontario to offer onsite chemotherapy IV treatment and blood transfusions. Often referred to as the 
social cure for cancer, we have expanded programs year-round in Muskoka, at the Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids), 
Ooch Downtown and three other regional cancer centres. 
 
With over 450 annual volunteers, 41 full-time staff and a culture that was voted one of Canada’s top 10 most admired 
cultures by Waterstone in 2012, Oooch continues to recruit loyal talent. Building programs to meet the ever-changing 
landscape of pediatric health care, Ooch relies on the generous support of foundations, donors and volunteers. Ooch 
does not receive government funding. 
 
Ooch is one of three CAPOC member camps that own and operate their own camp facilities. 



 

 
The Exchange Program 
Kids Cancer Care is pleased to be invited to join Ooch in offering this special opportunity. We believe it is beneficial for 
teens to experience different programs and camps to expand their knowledge base in camp programming, personal 
growth and life experience in general. 
 
We have two openings and would like to invite teens to apply for this great opportunity. 
 
Kids Cancer Care will provide return airfare for the teens involved in the program.  
 
Upon arrival in Toronto the teens will be under the care and supervision of Camp Oochigeas staff. The selected teens will 
be required to pre-register with the team at Camp Ooch similar to registering for summer camps with Kids Cancer Care. 
This camp program will be offered free of charge to the selected candidates through the generous donation of Camp 
Ooch donors. Local teens will have the opportunity to attend a two-week Leaders-in-Training program or a two week 
outdoor leadership program similar to SunSeeker. 
 
Eligibility  

- 16 to 17 years old; 
- A teen who has or has had cancer; and 
- Is a member of Kids Cancer Care’s Teen Leadership Program (TLP), or has participated in a SunSeeker or 

Leadership Development Program in the past. 
 
How to Apply 
Eligible campers are invited to apply by submitting a personal resume, outlining experiences, education, leadership 
involvement and volunteer experience. You are also required to submit an essay about yourself, outlining your 
leadership experiences and how you would benefit from being involved in this exchange program. Conclude your essay 
by telling us how you will use this experience to contribute to others in the future. 
 
Candidates will be able to select from two different sessions. We hope to be able to coordinate travel so both selected 
teens can travel together to and from Toronto. When applying, please indicate your preferences for programs and 
session dates you wish to attend. 
 
Available Dates and Programs 
 
Leaders in Training (LIT) 1  Leaders in Training (LIT) 2 
Sunday July 9th to Friday July 21nd   OR     Sunday July 23rd to Friday August 4th    
 
The LIT program is for young camp leaders ages 16 to 17. The LIT 1 experience begins with a four-day wilderness canoe 
trip at the Frost Centre near Haliburton. Skills such as portaging, map-reading, steering a canoe and cooking over a fire 
will be learned. Following the canoe trip, the LIT team heads back to Ooch to further their leadership skills at camp. 
Workshops and activities focus on small-group facilitation skills, team-building and communication.  
 
Note: All successful LIT 1 participants will receive a certificate recognizing the completion of five hours of volunteer 
service that can be used toward their high school diploma and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, the Outdoor Council of 
Canada, Leadership Level 1 for Hiking and Paddling, as well as an Ontario Recreational Canoe and Kayak Association 
Level. 
 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS  
Please send a resume, essay, list of certifications and availability to: 



 

 

  

 
Leighana Shockey, Director of Camp Operations 
Camp Kindle 
Phone: 403 637 3975 ext. 221 
Email: Shockey@kidscancercare.ab.ca 
 
I am interested in and available for the following sessions: 
 

Leader in Training (1) Sunday July 9th – Friday July 21st  
Leader in Training (2) Sunday July 23rd– Friday August 4th  
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
All applications must be received no later than 4:00 PM on Friday, March 10th, 2017. 
 
For additional information, please contact: 
Wes Aitken, Camp Program Coordinator 
Camp Kindle 
Phone: 403 637 3975 ext. 225 
Email: Aitken@kidscancercare.ab.ca 
 
 
And also check out: http://www.ooch.org/page.aspx?pid=292  
 
Good luck to all applicants, we hope to hear from many of our eligible emerging leaders! 
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